[image: image1.jpg]


Galston Garden Club

July 2010


PO Box 163,  Galston 2159
Secretary:  Bill Fleming   9653 2394                 wfleming@primusonline.com.au
President:  Pam Watson   9653 1036                 pamandalan@pacific.net.au 
Next meeting:  Wednesday 14th July at 7.45 pm in the Galston Community Centre, 37 Arcadia Road, Galston.  The Open Gardens Committee will meet in the front room at 7.00pm and any member is welcome to attend. Please note the new starting time for the meeting. By starting 15 minutes earlier we hope to allow more time for socializing at the end of the meeting.
Our speaker is Janice Devine talking on Fuchsias. The talk will commence earlier than usual at 8.00 pm because Janice has to travel back to the Blue Mountains.
Supper Roster.  Beth Jackson and Lyn Martin.
Open Gardens Weekend, October 15-17 :  In conjunction with the open gardens we will have a plant stall to sell material to visitors, so if you are dividing or propagating plants in the coming months please put aside a few specimens for this purpose. We will also be selling jams, lemon butter, pickles, etc., so if you make any of these in the near future please keep a few bottles for the stall.  Volunteers will also be needed to man the stall over the weekend.
Activities:    Please let me know of any forthcoming events so I can include them here.
July 10,11:  Camellia Show, Ravenswood School, Henry St., Gordon. A spectacular display and well worth a visit. Includes a new photographic competition.  Sat. 1.30-5pm.  Sun. 11am – 4pm.
July 29:  Mid-week Garden Potter, see Social News for details.

August 6-8: Cymbidium Club of Aust. Orchid Extravaganza, Dural Recreation Centre, 25A Kenthurst Rd., 9am-5pm, $4.   www.ccansw.com.au .
August 7 – September 12:  Muogamarra Wildflower Reserve open Saturdays and Sundays, Old Pacific Highway, just north of Cowan village,  $10. 

August 20-22:  ABC Gardening Expo, Rosehill Gardens Racecourse, 10am-4.30pm, $17.  www.abcgardeningexpo.com.au .
August 29:  Galston Springfest Parade.  We will be participating.

September 7:  Garden Clubs of Australia 60th Anniv. Luncheon, Univ. of Technology, Broadway.

September 9-12:  Springtime Flora Festival, Mt Penang Parklands, Kariong (near Gosford), 10am-4pm, $14.  www.florafestival.com.au  
September 19:  Fagan Park Festival.
October 2-10:  Leura Gardens Festival   www.leuragardensfestival.com.au 
October 9,10:  Bilpin Spring Flower Show, District Hall, Bells Line of Road, 1-5pm, 10am-4pm, $4. Several gardens also to be open, plus Waratah Festival at Mt. Tomah Botanical Gardens.
October 15-17:  Galston Garden Club Open Gardens weekend.
October 23,24:  Bundanoon Garden Ramble, 10 open gardens, $15.
October 30,31:  Bus trip to the Bathurst Spring Spectacular Garden Weekend.   Please reserve this weekend.   www.bathurstspringspectacular.com
From Pam Watson

JUNE MEETING

The slide show and talk by Heather and Bernard Prior at our June meeting on Louisiana Irises was most interesting. Their nursery, Iris Haven, sells plants by mail order and at Plant Fairs. In one of our early Open Gardens Weekends, the Iris nursery Rainbow Ridge at Dural was one of the Open Gardens. Rainbow Ridge named one their Louisiana Irises “Heather Prior” in 1994, and gave praise to Heather’s seedlings. Heather has won awards and acclaim around the world, especially in America.

Heather talked about the history of Louisiana Irises and the ease of growing them in Sydney, especially in damper areas around dams and ponds. Hybridising has brought us more colours, patterns, larger size and ruffled petals. Currently breeders are working on plants that will repeat flower. Heather and Bernard now have blooms with different coloured edges and pretty pinks, cerise and ruby colours. Bernard is breeding shorter growing ‘Water Sprite’ irises. 

It was exciting to see what has happened with these plants in recent years, and the beautiful slides of flowers with fascinating names. They brought along rhizomes of several different cultivars which members bought enthusiastically.

Their website is www.irishaven.com.au .  

NORTH SHORE GARDEN VISITS & MID WINTER FEAST 26/6/10

Thank you very much to Liz Muller and Trish Piper for organizing a great day of garden visits and lunch last month. More than forty of us came along and enjoyed the day. Rain threatened, but fortunately didn’t fall.

We were made to feel very welcome by Killara Garden Club when they treated us to a lavish morning tea in the garden of Yvonne and Andrew ten Pas.

Their garden is shaded with large old trees and has the typical North Shore sandstone paving and steps. Begonias and Camellias were in bloom, and we saw an extremely tall Bay Tree. Liz and Jeff Muller and I went for a short bushwalk through the adjoining Sheldon Forest which is situated between Pymble and Turramurra. Yvonne and Andrew are members of the Bushcare group which looks after the remnant Turpentine Ironbark and Blue Gum forest with its streams, bridges and waterfalls. Yvonne was also generous with cuttings, and I hope mine grow as a reminder of her garden. 

The garden of Judith and John Douglas was landscaped to reflect their lovely  home. The last of the roses and datura were in bloom, and camellias were flowering beautifully in both the front and back gardens. Certainly eyecatching was C. reticulata “Valley Knudsen”, and a C. japonica with white petals edged pink. The sunny garden was also planted with many roses and irises, and must be filled with colour and scent in Spring and Summer.

The courtyard garden, owned by Anne and Gordon Sykes, was beautifully designed by Gordon. We visited their garden when they lived in Karalee Rd at Galston in an early Open Gardens weekend. Most of us have visited Windyridge, the home of Wai and Rodger Davidson at Mt Wilson, which was designed by Gordon.

This is a north facing garden in an over 55s complex, and the garden is built over underground garages. Anne and Gordon like to travel, so the garden is designed to use plants that will not need too much looking after, and yet bring colour and interest all year. There are many interesting artefacts in their paved outdoor living area and the courtyard garden. The bronze fountain shaped like an iris plant was bought overseas and brought back in a suitcase, and the stone acorns found at the local tip. 

We all learned something about plants, design and landscaping.

The Ornamental Nursery was well worth a visit, and some of us found a plant or garden object we could not resist buying.

The lunch at the Greengate Hotel was a beautifully served and delicious feast. The tables were decorated with camellias from Trish Piper’s and Jill Martin’s gardens. It was an elegant and fitting end to a lovely morning of visiting gardens and meeting gardeners.
Some photos of the Garden Visits from Bill Fleming:
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