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Galston Garden Club

October 2010

PO Box 163,  Galston 2159
Secretary:  Bill Fleming   9653 2394                 wfleming@primusonline.com.au
President:  Pam Watson   9653 1036                 pamandalan@pacific.net.au 
Web Site:  www.galstongardenclub.com.au 

Next meeting:  Wednesday October 13th at  8.00 pm in the Galston Community Centre, 37 Arcadia Road, Galston.  The Open Gardens Committee will meet in the front room at 7.00pm and any member is welcome to attend

Our speaker is Bill Fleming, taking about the history of ‘Elegans’.
Supper Roster.  Eleanor Costin and Valmai Weir.
Open Gardens Preview on October 9th:
This is to allow garden owners and members who will be busy on the Open Gardens Weekend to see the gardens. The schedule may be subject to minor amendment. Make your own arrangements for lunch.
Following is the order and approximate times for the preview of the gardens
> 1.    44 Cobah Road                9am
> 2.    65 Knights Road               9.45am
> 3.    49 Crosslands Road         10.30am
> 4.      7 Hunt Ave                     11am
> 5.      6 San Remo Place          11.30am
> 6.     479 Galston Road            12md
> 7.     7 Davey Road, Dural        12.30pm
> 8.     1A Halls Road, Arcadia     1.15pm
> 9.      35 Halls Road                 1.45pm
> 10      6 Blacks Road               2.15pm
> 11.    35B Sylvan Street           2.45pm

Open Gardens Weekend, October 15-17 :  

Roster for Open Gardens:  Maree McKelvey has organized members to man the gates of the gardens, and will inform everyone of their allocation. If there are any complications or queries please contact Maree on  0408 611 674 .

Items for Our Plant Stall:  The stall will be in the garden at 6 San Remo Place, Dural. If you have plants or other items (jams, pickles, cakes, produce, books, etc) for the stall you can: 

    1.  Bring them to the October meeting and give them to Bill Fleming,  or 

    2.  Deliver them to 21 Fishburn Road anytime before the Open Gardens weekend,  or
    3.  Deliver to 6 San Remo Place on Friday October 15th.

Raffle Tickets:  Please return all tickets, sold or unsold, to the October meeting or to any of the gardens on the Open Weekend.

Open Gardens Brochures:  If you have any brochures which you have not distributed, please return them to the October meeting so that we can arrange to make good use of them.

Recovery Dinner:  If you would like to come to the dinner at the Galston Club at 7pm on October 17th please contact Trish Piper urgently on 9652 1701 as we must finalize numbers. 
Activities:    Please let me know of any forthcoming events so I can include them here.
October 2-10:  Leura Gardens Festival   www.leuragardensfestival.com.au 

October 9,10:  Bilpin Spring Flower Show, District Hall, Bells Line of Road, 1-5pm, 10am-4pm, $4. Several gardens also to be open, plus Waratah Festival at Mt. Tomah Botanical Gardens.
October 15-17:  Galston Garden Club Open Gardens weekend.
October 23,24:  Bundanoon Garden Ramble, 10 open gardens, $15
October 23:  Fuchsia Fair, 99 Blaxland Rd., Wentworth Falls, 10am-4pm, sales, exhibitions, $5.
October 24: Concert and picnic day, Breenhold, The Avenue, Mt. Wilson, $35 www.breenhold.com.au 

October 24,25:  Iris Society of Aust., Annual Show, Community Centre, Blacktown, 10am-5pm.

October 30,31:  Bus trip to the Bathurst Spring Spectacular Garden Weekend.  See Social News.   www.bathurstspringspectacular.com
November 6:  Begonia Sale and Exhibition, 226 Annangrove Rd, Annangrove, 10am-3pm.
November 20:  Fuchsia Festival, Springwood Sports Club, 83 Macquarie Rd. Springwood, 9.30-1.30.
From Pam Watson

September Meeting

Many of us enjoy having native birds around our gardens and feeding them with seed, so John Clark’s talk and Digital presentation on Native Birds taught us a lot about the feeding requirements of a variety of birds and where they like to nest and live.

Many of us visited John’s garden in Dural when it was open in our Open Gardens weekend in 2008. He has a large pond, trees and mainly native shrubs. To encourage birds to the garden, water is needed, shrubs and trees of varying heights, and dense spiky areas and mulched ground to hide the worms, as different birds eat insects, reptiles, seeds, nectar and fruit. After his talk, John answered questions, many of which were based on bird feeders, and how to stop cockatoos from eating everything!

The website of the Cumberland Bird Observers Club www.cboc.org.au, has a section on ‘Bringing the Birds to you’, which includes a list of 101 Bird attracting plants for Sydney.

Roundabout

Sonja Cameron from Cameron’s Nursery very kindly offered us some Salvia and Fountain Grass for the Arcadia Rd roundabout early this year. Now the new central tree was planted last month, Alan and I collected the plants from Sonja and planted them out and installed a drip watering system. The existing prostrate juniper is still around the outside in a wide band. With the rain this weekend everything should be growing well and the roundabout should look more colourful over Summer.

Australia’s Open Gardens Scheme

Talking about colour, Grada & Peter Shipway’s garden looked pretty and colourful on Saturday 2nd October with its roses, irises and poppies when it was open for Australia’s Open Gardens Scheme. Bill Fleming opened his garden on 18/19th September.

The Bushland Shire Festival 19 September

Galston Garden Club had a stall at this Hornsby Shire Festival event to hand out information on the Club and also the Open Gardens. There was quite a crowd there, 10,000 according to reports. Our stall looked bright and colourful, with sasanqua camellia ‘trees’ in each corner, with an array of different camellias attached, plus vases and bowls of different flowers. Quite a few members came along to the event with their families and others participated in other activities there – Ruth Thorby helped children make miniature Scarecrows, and Liz Muller made Fairy Floss. Thanks to Trish and Graham Piper for helping on our stand.

Open Gardens Weekend

Our brochure has been printed, and it was good to see all the gardens in a feature in the Community News which arrived in my letterbox on Friday. The feature included a most informative article on the Open Gardens by John Graham. The brochure and map are also on our website www.galstongardemclub.com.au. I hope everyone is participating as much as they can and our 20 years of Open Gardens will be celebrated in style.

Plant Labels

For those propagating plants for the ‘Plant and Produce Stall’, I have a quantity of white plastic plant labels approx 4cm x 17cm (they can be cut smaller) which I will bring to our meeting. They can be written on with permanent markers. 
