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Galston Garden Club

08 June 2011

PO Box 163,  Galston 2159
President:   Bill Fleming  
     9653 2394             

wfleming@primusonline.com.au
Secretary:  Margaret Dunn   9651 2475


margo.d1@bigpond.com
Web Site:  www.galstongardenclub.com.au 

Next meeting:  Wednesday June8th at  8.00 pm in the Galston Community Centre, 37 Arcadia Road, Galston.  The Open Gardens Committee will meet in the front room at 7.00pm.  All are welcome to attend.

Our speaker is James Garrick – Topic  “Tree Maintenance”  (see Social News).

Supper roster:- Di De Vries and Lyn Martin

Fees:  Annual fees are now well over due, $20 for individuals, $25 for families. If you cannot attend the meeting please post your payment to PO Box 163, Galston 2159.  

We need more members, so please invite any friends or neighbours who you think might be interested.
‘Our Gardens’  Journal: . We still have a few subscriptions for the coming year available at $12.
Minute Secetary:  

I have now decided to just nominate someone each meeting night to take a turn at writing the minutes. I will still type them up.   

Plants:  We need plants and produce for our monthly trading table, and also for our plant stall held in conjunction with the Open Gardens in October. Please remember this when you are dividing or propagating plants for your garden.  Pam Watson has suggested that tube stock con be purchased from Avondale plants at Glenorie.

Club Badge: Anyone requiring a club badge please let the secretary know. 

Activities:    Please let the Secretary know of any forthcoming events so they can be included here.
June 11th 

   - Castle Hill Growers Market

June 13th 

   - Arthur Field’s camellia nursery – see social news.
June 26th

   - Glenorie Growers Market

July 9th – 10th 
   - Camellia Show – Ravenswood School Hall, Henry St, Gordon

July 16th 

   - Winter Get Together – See social news. 

July 31st 

   - Hills District Orchids Winter Open Day

August 19th –  21st 
   - ABC Gardening Expo – Rosehill Gardens

September 8th – 11th 
   - 25th Australian Springtime Flora Festival – Kariong

October 1st – 9th 
   - Leura Gardens Festival

October 9th -13th 
   - Garden Clubs Aust. National Convention, hosted by Blue Mts. Garden Clubs.
October 14th -16th 
   - Galston Garden Club Open Gardens weekend.
October 22nd – 23rd      - Bundanoon Garden Ramble $18 per person $15 Concession. 9.30am –       4.30pm each day. 

October 29th – 30th       - Bathurst Spring Garden Spectacular.  $15 per person.





________________________________________________

From Bill Fleming:

Our Visit to Wendy Whiteley’s Garden on May 4th
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Just a brief note about our visit to Kirribilli. The garden is actually on a steep embankment of railway property, freely accessible by the public, which has been transformed over many years by full time gardeners employed by Wendy Whiteley who lives in an adjacent home. It is full of ideas on how to cope with a steep, shady site. There are lots of ferns, plectranthus, iresine, aspidistra, brugmansia and plenty more, with some magnificent old figs. An interesting feature is the use of fallen branches to provide the handrails which are necessary on the steep pathways. And of course there is the magnificent backdrop of the harbour and the bridge, and harbourside properties to admire. Keep this area in mind if you have children or visitors to entertain. Thanks to the Social Committee for organising this interesting outing.

Our Hunter Valley/Newcastle Trip on May 14/15th
Thirty six members and a few welcome visitors had a very enjoyable weekend away in the Maitland area where we saw a very diverse range of gardens. We began at the home of Shirley Lennox in Lorne, a small suburban block containing some interesting plants and other features. [image: image6.jpg]


Here we had a most extraordinary morning tea, generously provided by members of the Maitland Garden Club. In fact, if lunch had not already been booked we could probably have done without it !  Then on to the Heritage Garden Nursery where we had a most informative talk, more food, and plenty of time to browse and buy. This nursery is one of the few where it is still possible to find unusual plants and many members found something to buy.
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Our next gardens were at New Lambton Heights, two adjacent five acre lots in an otherwise built up [image: image9.jpg]


area. Malanbil, the home of Marilyn and Bill Swan, has been reclaimed from a wilderness of lantana and privet over the last twenty years. Working on a very steep block they have planted a wide range of trees, including Mongolian pears, jacarandas, liquidambars and birch, with lots of smaller plants including roses, hibiscus, hydrangeas and camellias. There is also a bog garden, and a vegetable and citrus area. We then walked into the adjacent garden belonging to their daughter Kathy and her husband Bob. Kathy is an architect and has designed a superb modern home which nestles among towering eucalypts on another very steep and challenging site. The area surrounding the house and pool is beautifully landscaped with a wide range of foliage plants, but it is the hundreds of bromeliads that really catch the eye. Then back to the Swan garden for afternoon tea provided by the Adamstown-Kotara Garden Club, taken in the extraordinary octagonal stables-workshop, an amazing construction in its own right. We also took this opportunity to thank Jeanette Lee who helped arrange the various local gardens for us, then to the Madison Motor Inn which provided very comfortable accommodation after some initial shuffling of rooms depending on the number of beds they contained. For those who needed even more food we had dinner in the Adamstown Club.
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On Sunday morning we had a scenic drive to Sandgate to visit Ted Bartlett’s garden, a suburban [image: image11.jpg]


block now surrounded by industrial sites. Ted, a remarkably young 89 years, has collected a huge range of plants in a beautifully set out garden. The collection of 1000+ cacti and succulents is outstanding, but there are also hundreds of orchids, bromeliads and other rare and unusual plants, making a memorable garden belonging to a true plant collector.
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Our next stop was the Hunter Wetlands where we had a conducted tour. This area, part of which has been reclaimed from a previous life as sporting fields, is home to a large range of water birds and other wildlife, with many interesting hides and viewing platforms. A prominent feature is the large flock of re-introduced magpie geese. After our tour we had a very pleasant lunch on the patio overlooking the wetlands.

Then to the John Hunter Hospital where we inspected Ronald McDonald House which [image: image15.jpg]
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provides accommodation for families whose children are undergoing medical treatment. This facility provides top quality conditions for families at a very difficult time in their lives, and we contributed a donation of $200 for this worthwhile work. We also inspected the Fairy Sparkle Garden which has turned a waste area between two hospital buildings into a superb garden which provides relaxation to patients and staff. This area is an absolute delight, with “rubberised” paths winding between garden beds, pergolas, wishing wells and seats, and shows what can be done in a small, shaded area.

Our final garden was Delilah Van Wyk’s garden at Kahibah where the owner showed us around and was [image: image18.jpg]
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very generous in supplying bromeliads and assorted cuttings to members. The garden has a varied collection of plants set around a steep gully, with various art works created by the owner scattered among the plants.

The whole weekend was most enjoyable and we own a great vote of thanks to our Social Committee and particularly to Graham Piper who was the main organiser, handling the large number of phone calls and emails needed to set up the weekend. Thanks to all those involved.

Social Club Committee Report

June 2011

MORNING TEA AND NURSERY INSPECTION

 

Our member Arthur Field has invited all members to inspect his camellia nursery at 22 Peebles Road, Arcadia. This will be at 10.30am on Monday June 13th, with morning tea provided. There will be a 10% reduction on all stock for those attending, and all members and friends are welcome to attend. Hope to see you there.

Our Speaker this month is our own Jim Carrick. Jim is well known to most of us who have seen just how passionate he is about gardening. At 13 he commenced his first gardening job, and was hooked. Over the last 20 years or so he has worked in everything from garden maintenance, landscape construction, tree surgery and bush generation.

He studied for an Associate Diploma in Horticulture, Certificate lll’s in landscape, arboriculture and conservation land management.

Part-time teaching at Ryde Tafe sees him talking about everything -  from plants, soils and propagation, to brick, stone and timberwork, to apprentices, high school kids, correctional facilities and the disabled.

His presentation is based around tree maintenance; not just about how and when to prune or plant, but also why. He will inform us on basic biology and physiology of trees, identifying and understanding their “body language”. How and why they react to their environment and the way we manage/maintain them (the good and the bad!!)

Wow, what a talk. Not to be missed!!
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Winter Get-together

Saturday 16th July

At 9.30am, at a venue to be decided, we will start with Morning Tea, provided by your committee

Then three wonderful gardens in Warrawee. Two of these are exceptional, featuring in the Australian Open Gardens Scheme.

Time for a nursery (Parker’s or Turramurra Garden Centre)
12.30 for 1.00pm. Fantastic spread at Hornsby RSL Club.

 Two Courses, and Bar available.

Cost will be $45 per head and payable at this meeting please.

If you can’t pay then, please post to Liz Muller, P.O Box 3228, Dural 2158 by July 7th.

Looking forward to sharing the day with you.

Liz Muller  9651 4405
    Trish Piper  9652 1701     Jan Critchley   9654 1702

__________________________________________

Speaker next month is Mark Engall, speaking on citrus, and new plants in his nursery
_ Galston District Garden Club Inc.
PO Box 163, Galston.  2159

The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday the 11th May, 2011.

 
    At Galston Community Centre, 37 Arcadia Rd, Galston.


The meeting commenced at 8.00pm with our President -  Bill Fleming gave a warm welcome to Eleanor and Hal Costin, new members Joy Coombes, Chris Christof’, Adel and Muzio Cantarella and Genevieve and John Woodward, visitors, members and our guest speaker  David Wilson and his wife.

As the position of minute secretary is still vacant, the secretary asked Barbie Barrett to take minutes.

Many thanks Barbie.  Someone else will be chosen next meeting.    

The apology and attendance book is circulating.  Raffle tickets are being sold.

It was moved by Beth Shade and seconded by Don Ross that the minutes of the previous meeting on the 13th April, 2011 be accepted.
Business arising :   -  Nil

Correspondence Received: -     Margaret Dunn. 
Events  
· Email from Kirsten Dudley inquiring if any members would be interested in the Local Landcare Group Nocturnal Walk on Satd 14th May at 7.15pm for 7.30pm start.  Where – Galston area.  If you are interested please notify Kirsten by email – StillCreekLandcare@iinet.net.au or phone 9653 1356.  Min age 12yrs. Places are limited.  Details will be sent out in the week prior. 

General 
· Cancer Council – Research Profile

· C. Wilson - $100 cheque deposit for Newcastle trip.

· Email from Tony Connorton requesting payment of $130 for the administration of the Garden Club’s Web Site .   Motion moved by John Graham and seconded by Bill Fleming and all were in favour that payment be made.

· Email from Pam & Alan Watson – have travelled around Turkey are now in Paris and would love to have you all do a garden crawl around Giverny.  Thousand of tulips, pansies and daffodils.

· J. and T. Jones membership fees.

· Hornsby Shire council – Eco Garden at Fagan Park. Also free waste workshops, tours and events.   www.waste.hornsby.nsw.gov.au

9847 4856 .       

Sent: -
· May Newsletter and April Minutes 
Treasurers Report: -      Mark Sutherland-Harris / Paul Stanley
Income and Expenditure Account for the Period 30th April, 2011 to 31th May, 2011

Opening Balance 






$ 8,301.61

Receipts







$ 3,609.80     

Less Expenses







$ 1,309.71

Closing Balance 






$10,601.70

Main items of expenditure during April were $840 for hire of the Community Centre Hall over the past twelve months and $281.32 to pay the club’s annual insurance premium  

Anyone who hasn’t renewed their membership please do so ASAP. 

Moved :- Paul Stanley.              Seconded :- Barbie Barrett

Publicity: - Kate Stanley
· Requested that members wear badges. 

· Welcomed new members and expressed a wish to talk to them personally to discover how they found out about our organization. 

Open Gardens :-  John Graham

· 9 Gardens acquired. Stretching from 6K north of Glenorie to Sagars Rd to the south.

· Some not opened since 2004.

· Ray Nesi’s nursery will also open. 

· Program will be on the web site shortly.

· Another small garden is still required. 

· Lunch will be in Glenroy Pl.

· 30 residences approached.  17 immediately declined.  Very hard to acquire appropriate gardens.

· Entertainment will be the police band plus John Graham.

Publicity :-  Verity Greenwood-Graham

· The brochure will has a new format – very striking.   – just waiting for the Bendigo Bank to give the go ahead.

Bill reminded everyone about producing Jams, Pickles and pot plants.  He then thanked the social committee for the beautiful day out to to Wendy Whiteley’s garden at Lavender Bay.

Social Committee: -  Liz Muller, Trish Piper, Jan Critchley
·  Mid winter outing – Gardens in the Warrawee area followed by a smorgasbord lunch at Hornsby RSL.  $40 - $45 only if 40 people attending.  Plus we need to buy presents for the garden owners.

Our Weekend Away convener:- Graham Piper  

· Arrangements are finalized for the Hunter Valley weekend.  37 people participating therefore involving a $15 surcharge per head.

· Departure will be at 7.30am from the Health and Resource Centre at the Glade.  Off street parking is available.

· Arrival home is anticipated to be between 6.30 to 7pm.

· Room allocation is on two levels.
General Business. - Bill Fleming
· Camellia Show 9th – 10th July at Ravenswood School Hall, Henry St, Gordon.

· Fagan Park brochures available.

· New books in the Library- In the Living Forrest, The Complete Book of Herbs, Bathurst Roses, Yates Garden Planner, From the Ground UP, 2009 DVD of the open gardens

· Bill suggested that we impose fines for books not returned.

· The trading table is well stocked.  Please avail yourself of all the bargains.  

· Copies of “Our Gardens” magazine still available.  $12

Show and Tell-

· Red Hot Poker plants were generously provided for members by Helen and Costa Jannis who also brought along the flowers from their tree dahlia.

· Bill once again provided a large array of cuttings  - cane begonias etc for everyone to propagate for themselves and the open gardens weekend. Also the first of his Camellia flowers. 

· The meeting ended at 8.35pm and was then handed over to our speaker David Wilson who gave us a very informative discussion on bees. He also had a number of jars of his honey for sale.

· The next meeting on Wednesday 8th June, 2011 the speaker being James Carrick.  Topic - Tree Maintenance. 
·  The Open Gardens meeting will convene at 7.00pm all are welcome and the General  Meeting will commence at 8.00pm. 
