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Galston Garden Club

February 2011

PO Box 163,  Galston 2159
Secretary:  Bill Fleming   9653 2394                 wfleming@primusonline.com.au
President:  Pam Watson   9653 1036                 pamandalan@pacific.net.au 
Web Site:  www.galstongardenclub.com.au 

Next meeting:  Wednesday February 9th at  8.00 pm in the Galston Community Centre, 37 Arcadia Road, Galston.  The Open Gardens Committee will meet in the front room at 7.00 pm. All members are welcome to attend.
Our speaker is John Teulon (see Social News)
Alec Exton: Most members will have been notified of Alec’s passing, and about ten members attended the funeral. Carmen would like to express her thanks to all who have sent messages of support and would like to appeal for members to donate to the Cancer Council as a memorial to Alec. The Club still has some undistributed funds from our Open Gardens weekend, so we will be making a donation to this very worthy cause.
Len Best:  In the Australia Day Honours Len was awarded the Australian Fire Service Medal (AFSM), which is presented for distinguished service on the part of an individual member of the NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS). Our congratulations to Len who has been a member of the RFS for over 50 years, and who has been recognized for his leadership, dedication, commitment, achievement and promotion of the organisation.
Fees:  Annual fees are now due, $20 for individuals, $25 for families. If you cannot attend the meeting please post your payment to PO Box 163, Galston 2159.  We need more members, so please invite any friends or neighbours who you think might be interested.
Seed of Cerinthe major: Members who went on the Bathurst trip will remember the Cerinthe plants we saw in several gardens. These had blue-green foliage and purple-blue flowers and bracts. Spencer Harvey has kindly sent us some seed which will be distributed at the meeting. The plant is an annual (possibly biennial), should be planted in situ, and should self seed. If there is not enough for all, I have found that seed is readily available from many dealers on ebay.
Our Gardens Magazine: The latest issue will be available for collection at the meeting for those who have paid their subscription. We still have a few subscriptions for the coming year available at $12.
Election of Officers for 2011:  

The election of officers was held in November so that an orderly transfer of duties could occur before the Annual General Meeting in February. The positions were filled as follows:
President:   Bill Fleming
Vice President:   Graham Piper
Secretary:   Margaret Dunn
Assistant Secretary (Minute Secretary):   THIS COULD BE YOU
Treasurer:   Mark Sutherland-Harris
Assistant Treasurer:   Paul Stanley
Auditor:   John Sefton
Social Secretary:   Liz Muller
Members of Social Committee:    Trish Piper.   MORE VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Open Gardens Convenors:   John and Verity Graham
Publicity Officer:    Kate Stanley
Members of Open Gardens Committee:   VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Librarian:    Rhonda McElnea
New Member Secretary:   THIS COULD BE YOU 
Supper Co-ordinator:   THIS COULD BE YOU
Trading Table Co-ordinator:   Don Ross
Raffle Co-ordinator:    Helen Jordan
If you are interested in any of the unfilled positions please contact Pam Watson  on  9653 1036.

Plants:  We need plants and produce for our monthly trading table, and also for our plant stall held in conjunction with the Open Gardens in October. Please remember this when you are dividing or propagating plants for your garden.
Activities:    Please let the Secretary know of any forthcoming events so they can be included here.
February 19,20:  Margaret Pelleri’s “Costa Plenty”, 40 Carter’s Rd., Dural open for Australia’s Open Gardens Scheme, 10am-4.30 pm, $7.
April 1,2,3:  Castle Hill Show, 9am-9pm, adults $15, children, pensioners $7.
April 2,3:   Begonia Society plant sale, 226 Annangrove Rd., Annangrove, 10am-4pm.

April 9,10:  Grada and Peter Shipway’s “Chanticleer”, 4 Henstock Rd., Arcadia; Bob Butler’s “Burnt Rails”, 28 Glen St., Galston; Bill Fleming’s “Elegans”, 21 Fishburn Rd., Galston all open for Australia’s Open Garden Scheme, 10am-4.30pm.
April 16,17:  Bilpin Collector’s Plant Fair, 50 specialist growers, $12.
August 19,20,21:  ABC Gardening Expo., Rosehill Gardens, 10am-4.30pm.

October 1-9:  Leura Gardens Festival

October 9-13:  Garden Clubs Aust. National Convention, hosted by Blue Mts. Garden Clubs.
October 14,15,16:  Galston Garden Club Open Gardens weekend.

From Pam Watson

Happy New Gardening Year to all our members.

Unfortunately, the year started with the sad news that Alec Exton passed away, less than a year after he was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. Several members attended his very moving funeral, and we send our sincere sympathy to Carmen and her family.

November Meeting

Our November meeting was very busy. The funds raised on our Open Gardens Weekend were distributed to a number of charities, and $500 kept aside for additional signage. 

Our election of officers for 2011 then took place. Thank you to John Sefton for chairing the elections. Margaret Dunn has listed all the details of the election in the minutes, but I would like to give a special welcome to Bill Fleming who will be our President next year, and to Margaret Dunn who will be our Secretary.

We have some vacancies still to be filled -

Minute Secretary. This member takes the minutes at each meeting, based on the meeting agenda, and these are distributed by the Secretary the next month. Contact Margaret Dunn for details (9651 2475)

Social Committee  These members help our Social Secretary, Liz Muller, organize social activities

New Member Secretary  This member talks to visitors and new members at meetings so they feel welcome, and hands out membership leaflets. A member who is not tied up in Open Gardens Committee meetings prior to our meeting would be best.

Supper Co-ordinator  This member makes sure there are foam cups, tea and coffee available at meetings, and buys milk, butter and tea cakes for supper – all paid for by our club. The urn needs to be turned on. Other members (2 per meeting) volunteer to serve supper. Contact Diane Glasgow for details (9656 1058)

GCA Journal distributor  A number of members subscribe to the Garden Clubs of Australia quarterly journal. These are mailed to our PO Box. We need a member to distribute these at meetings, and collect money from subscribers (in November).

The Committee members are all just representatives of the members, and we want our meetings, activities and social events to be what members want to do. Please speak up at meetings with ideas and suggestions. 

Gordon Chivers was our Guest Speaker on Begonias  Gordon brought along some interesting photos of Begonias, especially mass plantings in the Royal Botanic Gardens. Gordon talked about how to use different species in the garden, and how to propagate from seeds, stems and leaves. There were a number of plants of interesting species and cultivars to purchase. 

The following day, Thursday 11th November. was our Carters Road Capers, when we visited three great gardens and had lunch, all for $15 or so per person!
Margaret and Serge Pelleri’s garden ‘Costa Plenty’ was simply wonderful, and we enjoyed morning tea near the Tennis court. There are sweeping lawns with beautiful trees, and shrubs, including roses and gardenias. A special feature for our members is the special rose garden, featuring yellow roses and irises, that Margaret has dedicated to Craig Callaghan, who helped Margaret plant and care for her garden. Craig was a member of our club, with his wife Ann and mother Dianne, and sadly died a few years ago. This garden, at 40 Carters Rd, will be open in AOGS on 19/20th February 10am-4.30 $7. 
Belinda and Richard Pegg’s garden had a spectacular collection of roses including many old species and cultivars. Belinda is an enthusiastic plant collector, and there were numerous interesting perennials among the roses. There were recently built stone terraces gradually being planted with more roses.  
Lesley White’s Hydrangea Nursery was very special. Some of us could not resist buying some of Lesley’s unusual hydrangeas. ‘Hobella’ with palest pink large flowered lace cap heads, and ‘Libelle’ with enormous white lace cap heads were stunning.

The day finished with a delicious lunch at Swanes Nursery. A big thank you to Liz Muller and the Social Committee for organizing a delightful day.

Liz and the Social Committee were also busy organizing our Christmas Party on Sunday 12th December.   Len and Dawn Best were to be our hosts, but unfortunately due to ill health Len had to cancel. Thank you very much indeed to Trish and Graham Piper for standing in and holding the event, and it was good to see Len able to attend.

The weather was hot that day, but the crowd of 70 or so enjoyed a very pleasant cool evening in the garden and house, under the Piper’s magnificent trees. The Pipers and the committee had done a lot of work to decorate for the party, and supplied the Chicken and Ham. Thank you to all the members of the club who brought along nibblies, salads and desserts, not to mention the Birthday Cake from Lucia Bisoglio to celebrate Luigi’s birthday (and also Leone Miller’s). A wonderful feast was had by all – thank you Liz, Trish, Barbie Barratt and Beth Jackson, and all the lovely people who tidied and washed up afterwards.

I also had the pleasure of having Morning Tea at Trish and Graham Piper’s on 17th January when a cheque for $2000 from Masonicare was donated to Doug and Jane Rogers from the Fragile X Association. Dexter Taylor and others from the Hornsby and Ku-ring-gai Masonic Association (HAKMA) helped man garden gates on our Open Gardens Weekend.
The Galston Quilting and Photofest at the Uniting Church in November was also very interesting, and there were some fabulous photos taken on her travels by Beryl Grieve.

Happy Gardening

Pam Watson
