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Galston Garden Club

 8th February  2012

PO Box 163,  Galston 2159
President:   Bill Fleming  
     9653 2394             

wfleming@primusonline.com.au
Secretary:  Margaret Dunn   9651 2475


margo.d1@bigpond.com
Web Site:  www.galstongardenclub.com.au 

Next meeting:  I hope you all had a relaxing holiday and hope to see you all on Wednesday February 8th at  8.00 pm in the Galston Community Centre, 37 Arcadia Road, Galston.  The open gardens committee will meet in the front room at 7.00pm  All members are welcome to attend.
Our speaker:    Judy Horton (see Social News).

Supper roster:-  Ruth Thorby and Wendy White.  If unable to attend please contact Bronwyn Berend on 9653 2648 so a replacement can be organized.
Fees:-   Annual fees are now due and it would be appreciated if you would endeavor to make this payment at the February meeting if possible, or if you are unable to attend please post your cheque to our mailing address – Galston Garden Club,  PO Box 163,  Galston.  2159.

Single membership $20 ($10 after July)     Family membership  $25 (12.50 after July). 

We need more members, so please invite any friends or neighbours who you think might be interested.
Our Garden Magazine:- The quarterly magazine of The Garden Clubs of Australia subscription is now due and still only $12.  It features articles on plants, gardens, parks and the environment, as well as club news and activities and makes very interesting reading.  To renew your subscription please place your order with the social committee at the Feb meeting, or post with your annual fees.   
Election of Officers for 2012:

The election of officers for 2012 occurred at the November meeting so that there can be a smooth handover before the Annual General Meeting in February. The following positions were  filled by election.
President




Bill Fleming
Vice President




Graham Piper
Secretary




Margaret Dunn
Assistant Secretary (Minute Secretary)
Dawn Best
Treasurer




Mark Sutherland-Harris
Assistant Treasurer



Paul Stanley
Auditor




John Sefton
Social Secretary



Liz  Muller
Members of Social Committee

Trish Piper and Jan Critchley
Publicity Officer



Kate Stanley
Open Gardens Convenor


Bill Fleming
Members of Open Gardens Committee
Anyone who would like to come along
Librarian




Rhonda McElna
New Member Secretary


Leonie Miller

Supper Co-ordinator



Bronwyn Berend
Trading Table Co-ordinator


Don Ross
Raffle Co-ordinator



Helen Jordan
GCA Journal Distributer


Beth Jackson
Return of Publicity Banners: Would members who took Open Garden publicity signs to display round the district please return them to the meeting if you have not done so already.
Club Badges:    Anyone requiring a club badge please let the secretary know. 
Activities:    Please let the Secretary know of any forthcoming events so they can be included here.
February  11th 
   - Castle Hill Growers Market

February  26th 
   - Glenorie Growers Market
March 31st & April 01 – Concord Garden Club 58th Autumn Flower, Vegetable & Floral Art Show



     Satd 10.30am – 4.30pm     Sun 10.00am – 3.00pm

March 16th, 17th, 18th   - 126th Annual Castle Hill Show

April  5th – 18th 
 -   Royal Easter Show, Homebush. 

April  5th - 18th
  -   Sydney Family Show, Old Sydney Showground,  Moore Park. 

April 21st & 22nd
 -   Gardening Down the Lachlan.  Seven Gardens will be open for inspection.




     $15 or $5 each. Plus guest speakers   

April 21st,22nd
 -  126th Hawkesbury Show,  Hawkesbury Showground,  Clarendon.





_____________________________________

Pam Watson’s Talk at the November Meeting.
Flowers in Turkey, France and Italy – Spring 2011

In late March 2011 Alan and I traveled to Turkey, and then to France and Italy.

It was quite chilly in Turkey, and the deciduous trees were still bare.

Tulips originated in Turkey, and the streets of Istanbul had beds of flowering tulips in attractive colourful combinations. As we traveled around Western Turkey the ancient ruins were often carpeted with wild flowers – including Anemones, Muscari, white and yellow Daisies and Buttercups.

We then flew to Paris. There the parks were green with new leaves, the Horse Chestnuts were in flower as were the Lilacs. We visited the ‘Jardin des Plantes’, similar to our Botanic gardens in Sydney, where Peonies, Flowering cherries, Cercis trees, bulbs and annuals were flowering.

A train trip took us to Monet’s Garden at Giverny. The gardens open for the year on 1st April, and we were there on 8th April. There were no crowds and the Spring flowers in all the colour co-ordinated beds were fresh and clear. Daffodils, tulips, pansies and forget-me-nots were in bloom, as were crab apples and cherries.

We then traveled to Niort, 300km SW of Paris where we stayed at a B&B and spent a few hours every day walking in the countryside. Wisteria, violets, primroses, lilacs, bulbs and apple blossom featured, as did freshly dug vegetable gardens. (www.lemoulin.co.uk) 

We hired a car and spent a week traveling south east towards Nice. Special gardens we visited included ‘Les jardins de L’Imaginaire’ a large park at Terrason, and ‘Les Camellias de la Prairie’, a century old camellia garden at Ales en Cevennes.

A train journey through Italy to Lake Como followed. There the gardens of the villas were filled with azaleas. The garden of Villa Carlotta, filled with azaleas, rhododendrons and camellias was spectacular.

Next we traveled to Genoa, where Euroflora 2011 was being held. This is a giant Gardening Expo opening for 2 weeks, 8am to 11pm each day, and it has around 500,000 visitors. It was crowded when we visited with garden clubs, schools and the public. Pavilions filled with demonstration gardens, plants, garden items, floral art, outside gardens and everything of a horticultural nature made it an exciting visit.  Euroflora is held every 5 years, and this was the 10th.

We explored the coast south of Genoa, and then traveled to Florence. We stayed south of the river Arno near the Pitti Palace, and walked to the Piazzale Michelangelo. The garden of the Italian Iris Society is there, and was in full bloom on 1st May. It is set in an ancient olive orchard overlooking Florence, with displays and test beds of mainly Tall Bearded iris from around the world. Prizes are awarded each year. Some of the labels were unclear, but there were irises dated 1990 from Barry Blyth from Victoria on display. On the other side of the Piazzale is the Rose Garden of Florence, but it was too early for many rose blooms.

We then traveled to Tuscany, where we spent a week walking from hill town to hill town – Pitigliano, Sovana, Sorano, Bolsena, Orvieto - past Olive groves, and vineyards, often walking along ancient Etruscan paths. Wildflowers, including cyclamen carpeted the ground. (www.hiddenittaly.com.au)

It was all a wonderful floral experience. 

Social Club Report

February 2012
What a really enjoyable night we all had last December for our Christmas break-up. Despite the very threatening weather, with Kate and Paul clearing out their undercover area, and Bill managing to spread all those tables around inside, 80 people had a great time. Thank you to our hosts for all their hard work, and to each and every one of you for the deliciously tasty and abundant food. We should be called the Galston Gourmet Club! Don, you are just a perfect Father Christmas!!
Your committee has already embarked on a reconnaissance re lunch venues, etc. What a happy job this is!! Next newsletter we will have confirmation on different events, but for now our next guest speaker is our lovely Patron, Judy Horton, who will be catching us up with the latest Yates products and answering any questions. Judy, as you all know, is responsible for regular updates of the Yates Garden Guide, a weekend regular on ABC 702 “Weekends with Simon Marnie” and various other garden programs. We will be looking forward to her talk this month.

Looking forward to seeing you too, and catching up.

Liz Muller
9651 4405
jmuller@pacific.net.au
Trish Piper
9652 1701
Jan Critchley
9654 1702
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